Yakima Valley Dairy Farmers React to Passage of the Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency’s
Air Quality Management Policy Pilot Project


On Feb. 10, 2011, the Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency (YRCAA) voted to conduct a Pilot Project in connection with its proposed Air Quality Management Policy and Best Management Practices for Dairy Operations (AQMP).  The intent of the Project is to test the economic and technical feasibility of utilizing best management practices (BMPs) to mitigate emissions of odor, particulates and potential pollutants from dairies in Yakima County.  It will also test the efficacy of developing and implementing Air Quality Management Plans for individual dairy farms.  The Project will be conducted with administration and supervision provided by Washington State University.  Per an agreement with the YRCAA, the Project will be paid for with a $30,000 grant from Washington’s dairy farmers and a $15,837 allocation from the Agency.  (For more information RE:  the AQMP, please visit http://yakimacleanair.org/Dairy%20Emissions.html)

Dairy farmers throughout Washington are dependent on natural resources of the highest quality.  Our cows need clean air, clean water and a healthy environment to thrive.  Without quality natural resource inputs such as air, water and feed, they can’t give us the high-quality milk our customers demand.  What this means is that maintaining a healthy environment is in a dairy farmer’s own best interest.

Because the fate of our farms and our industry is directly tied to a quality environment, Yakima’s dairy farm families are committed to working with the YRCAA to make the Pilot Project a success.  Yakima County dairies are already volunteering to participate in the Project.  While the YRCAA acknowledges that the provisions of its Pilot Project may require “a significant commitment of time and resources by owners and operators” of dairy farms, we regard the Project as an important opportunity to use science-based farm management practices to achieve measurable air quality improvements that benefit everyone in the region.

While many Valley dairies already implement at least some of the 52 BMPs endorsed by the YRCAA, the Project will “raise the bar” to a uniform standard for all participants – thereby making it possible to assess their true impact.  These BMPs affecting air quality will be implemented side-by-side with the wide range of other environmental protection measures already undertaken by dairy farms on a daily basis.  There is little public awareness of what dairies do to preserve a healthy environment, and the Project may constitute an opportunity for dairy farm families to reconnect with a public that has been distant from us for too long.

The dairy industry is important to the economic health of Yakima County – but the county’s environmental health is even more important.  We hope that by working to address air quality issues, we can not only sustain economic progress in the Valley but also demonstrate the importance we attach to being responsible neighbors.
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