Wardrobe Guidelines

It is imperative that we always know our audience and the nature of an event.  We need look our best and always be prepared.  We project our best image when we have taken the necessary measures to prepare for an event/appearance, whether or not one is speaking, handing out awards, or just being acknowledged.
Listed below are guidelines to assist you when making wardrobe decisions as a County Ambassador or State Ambassador.  There are times when it is necessary to make a “judgment call” depending on circumstances.

PARADES
Because weather varies from east to west, the attire should be decided by each County Advisor.  Degree of formality may vary from region to region also.

FAIRS
When assisting with dairy shows in a barn or show ring, nice dress slacks with coordinated top and/or jacket or the gotmilk? outfits are appropriate.  Always wear flat shoes (no sports shoes or Romeo’s).  If you wear khaki capris with the gotmillk? Polo, you may wear Ked’s type shoes.


When being acknowledged/introduced from a stage, nice dress slacks with appropriate top or jacket is ideal.  If a dress or skirt is suggested, be sure that it is not too short.  Consider the length of the skirt or dress when being presented on a platform or stage that is higher than the guest seating.  Hose and either flats or a low-heeled shoe should be worn with skirts/dresses.  Remember, no sleeveless tops or dresses.  A sundress that is low cut or shows a lot of skin is not appropriate.  Remember the image you are portraying.  Eyes go to skin first.

WIAA
Got milk? always.  It will either be the khaki slacks with black gotmilk? polos or a white long sleeve knit/cotton shirt with the black fleece vest.  Appropriate black shoes (not sports shoes).
BUSINESS, CIVIC AND/OR SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS   Breakfasts, luncheons, or evening meetings dictate professional attire such as a business suit or business pants suit (all one color, tailored) with no lace or satin touches.  A jacket/skirt ensemble would be appropriate also.  Shoes should be of medium height heel.  Hosiery is required.

SCHOOLS
This is where it is extremely important to be approachable.  You want to be professional yet not too stuffy so that children feel overwhelmed by you.  Dress slacks with a shirt, sweater or sweater set are appropriate.  A skirt with a shirt, sweater set or a dress may be worn.  Be aware of the length of the skirt/dress as you may be asked to sit in the students’ chairs.  Hose and shoes, medium heel preferred if you wear a skirt or dress.

BANQUETS
Dressy dresses, two-piece outfits.  Dresses can be more flowing type fabrics, sheer fabrics with appropriate lining and provided proper undergarments are worn.  Lace, same color trims such as beads, cording, ribbon, etc., are acceptable.  Hosiery is optional if your feet are well cared for and presentable.  It is suggested that you have a pedicure if you choose not to wear hose.

FABRICS            

· Professional attire fabrics would be wool, rayon, rayon and acetate, provided it is not too shiny, linen blends, polyesters, polyester crepes and cotton if not too casual.  “Professional” attire usually denotes no lace, frills, jewels, etc.  It usually means “tailored”.
· Tailored dresses:  rayon, wool gabardines and crepe, linen blends, polyesters and knits.

· Pants/skirts/jackets: Rayon, polyester crepes, linen blends, wool, wool blends.

· Dressy Dresses:  Rayon, rayon blends, silks, polysilks, fabrics with jacquards (tone on tone patterns woven in fabric, linen blends, cotton blends, rayon crepe, polyester crepe.

UNDERGARMENTS   

This is a very important part of dressing well.  Consult certified undergarment specialists available in better department stores if you have difficulty with fitting bras, etc.  Slips are a must unless the garment has lining or is very heavy and absolutely not see- through.  Half slips and camisoles are wise investments in any wardrobe because of versatility.  A camisole under a blouse, shirt or sweater adds warmth and many times conceals the bra.  Slips should be about an inch shorter than the hem of the skirt or dress; slips that are too short look tacky if outer garment is see- through. Color coordinate purchases to get the most out of your budget.  Under dress slacks, there are many styles of underwear that are no line.  It is very important that the panty line does not show when wearing dress slacks.
HOSIERY
Prevailing styles should be considered.  Certain official events will dictate hosiery for the dairy representatives (including advisors).  When hosiery is worn, it is important that the hose compliments the outfit you are wearing.  The current trend is to wear nude colored hose, regardless the color of the garment.  If wearing nude hose, select a tone that compliments your skin tone.

SHOES
If your wardrobe budget is limited, select shoes that are compatible with the majority of your wardrobe items.  One or two good pairs of shoes that coordinate well and are maintained are quite sufficient.  Shoes should always be darker or brighter, never lighter than garment you are wearing.  Medium height heels are most acceptable for looks and comfort.  A nice looking flat shoe is almost a must in a dairy representative’s wardrobe.  Again, coordinate to stretch wardrobe budget.  Shoes should always be maintained.  A trip to the shoe repair store many times can revive old shoes to almost new again – much less than purchasing a new pair.  Always maintain the heels of your shoes.  Check for scuff marks, scratches and the tips of the heels.  Polish when needed.

TIARAS
Do not overdo makeup, accessories and/or hair ornaments when wearing your tiara.  When in doubt, leave accessory items off.

BANNERS
Banners must be kept in clean condition.  Do not put any buttons or stickers on your banners.  When you are attending fairs, you may be given a button or sticker by someone.  Graciously accept it but do not put them on your banners.  
WARDROBE REQUIREMENT DESCRIPTIONS FOR AMBASSADORS AND ADVISORS:

BANNERS, TIARAS, NAMETAGS - are to be worn as noted on attire for event or as noted on additional guidelines page.

BUSINESS CASUAL

Sweater or Dressy top

Dress slacks or Skirt

Closed toed or “peeped” toe shoe

Nylons optional

BUSINESS SUIT

Jacket and Pats (fabric and color same)

Jacket and Skirt (fabric and color same)

Shell, Camisole or blouse of complementary color

Dress Shoes for all day comfort

Nylons or Trouser socks required

DRESSY DRESS

Knee length or longer dress with style, fabric and color of choice

Dressy Shoes or Sandals

Nylons Optional

FITNESS ROOM, POOL, HALL EVENTS OR BREAKFAST

Track Suits, Velour Suits

Capris or Slacks and appropriate top

No bare feet

GOT MILK OUTFITS

Chino style Khaki Dress Pants or Capris

Got Milk Polo

Got Milk Vest with white top with sleeves

Got Milk Jacket

Black all day comfort shoes

(Advisors are to wear one piece of Got Milk? attire with khaki or black slacks or capris)

GOWNS STATE COMPETITION

Solid color of candidate’s choice, except white or black

Sequins and or beading must match the color of the gown

Dress same length all the way around

Jewelry to complete outfit

Length of gown must meet the top of the toe when wearing shoe

Shoes are to match the color of the gown

Nylons optional

NOT ALLOWED AT ANY TIME ARE THE FOLLOWING

Bare feet

Bare Midriffs

Denim or Cargo Pants

Graphics on clothing

Improper Grooming

Sleeveless tops, Camisoles or Tank tops without appropriate jacket

Visible Body Piercing

Visible Tattoos

BANNER, TIARA, AND NAMETAG PROTOCOL

BUSINESS AND SERVICE CLUBS

Nametag

CLASSROOM PRESENTATIONS

Elementary – Banner, Tiara, Nametag

Junior High and High School – Banner, Nametag, have crown with you incase requested

DAIRY DAY AT LEGISLATURE

Speakers – Banner and Nametag

Others – Nametag

FAIRS

Presentations, Interview, etc. – Banner, Tiara, Nametag

Booth of DW – Tiara (unless hair covering required), Nametag

INDUSTRY APPEARANCES

Consult Advisor or person in charge

PARADES

Banner, Tiara, Nametag

WIAA

Banner, Tiara, Nametag

NOTES

· State Ambassador when attending dairy functions outside of Washington – i.e. Oregon Coronation – Banner and Nametag

· County Ambassadors – when attending out of county functions, not covered by above guidelines- Banner and Nametag

· Recommend every Ambassador have a container that holds her Banner, Tiara, and Nametag.  This box should go to every appearance

· Tiara and banner are to be on and in place before arriving for an appearance

· Banner must be clean and pinned properly

· A County Ambassador may wear a tiara in the presence of the State Ambassador/Alternate providing her tiara is not larger than the State Ambassador/Alternate’s tiara.

· When attending other County Coronations, a County Ambassador may not wear her tiara.

